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ened most rapidly when it is placed beydnd the violet t Chap, r^
raj, and entirely out of the prismatic spectrum. Hence
it follows, that the change is produced, not merely by
the colorific rays, but by rays which are incapable of
rendering objects visible ; neither do they produce any
sensible heat. We see that they are more refrangible
than the colorific rays, as they extend beyond the violet
end of the spectrum. From these remarkable experi-
ments it follows, that the solar light is composed of
at least two sets of rays $ one set which renders bodies
visible, and another set which blackens muriate of sil-
ver, and reduces metallic oxides. It is by no means
unlikely, that all the other chemical changes produced
on bodies by solar light, is owing to the second set of
rays, which hitherto have obtained no name. As the
effect of the different prismatic colours on metallic ox-
ides increases with their refrangibiJity, and as the effect
is greatest at a certain distance beyond the violet ray,
we can scarcely hesitate to admit, that the colorific rays
have no influence whatever in the phenomena $ but that
it is owing to the other or deoxidizing rays, which of
course are mixed with the colorific, and increase in quan^
tity with the refrangibllity. We shall find afterwards
that solar light, besides these two sets, contains also a
third species of ray, different from both in its nature
and effects.
16. Such are the properties of light as far as they
have been examined. They are sufficient to induce us
to believe that it is a body, and that it possesses many
qualities in common with other bodies. It is attracted
by them, and combines with them precisely as other
bodies do. But it is distinguished from all the substances
hitherto described, by possessing three peculiar proper-
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